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HIS PICTURE The
French Garden isa
farmal area within the
old garchen, planted with
herbs and vegetalles.
BELOW A raised seat
allows Jan (eft) and Jo
to take ol achantage
af the view across the
pand i the old garden.

Jo dacided to plant the soft
orange udips. Tulpa Orange
Emperor (also left), to mark
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to maximise their enjoyment of their new creation.
Enterprisingly, they grew all the plants for the old
garden themselves, devoting part of the acreage to
a nursery that now supplies other gardens as well
as their own, which, Jan savs, "made us learn about
plants”. However, they now generally content them-
selves with planting fresh tulips every vear, as
they lose about halftheir stock to water voles, which
find the tasty bulbs irresistible.

“We plant a few thousand new tulip bulbs each
vear,” says Jan; "well, we are Dutch after all,” he
adds. And in an effort to preserve as many as
possible from the voles, which even eat roses and
tree roots, they plant the precious specimens in
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pots. Their favourites are the black and blue parrot

varieties, but the selection is Jo's; "I'm not allowed
to interfere,” says Jan,

Initially, the two gardens were separated by a
large mixed hedge, but five years age Jan and Jo
decided to break through to allow a glimpse of each
garden from the other. However, the two domains
retain their distinet and different moads, “People
ask us which is our favourite,” says Jan, “but we
don't have a favourite; we're lucky we can have a
choice, depending on how we feel, or the season,
In spring, the old garden is much more exciting
because it changes every day, but if you don't want to
work, vou vigit the new garden.” B

ORIENTATION South facing.
SOIL TYPE Heavy alkaline clay.
SPECIAL FEATURES Two gardens
in one; a contemparary formal
space influenced by Tuscan
traditions, and a fluid garden
walk inspired by choreagraphy.
VISIT The garden is open every
weekend in June and groups
are welcome by appaintment
all vear round: for details,

visit heerenhofnl

ILLUSTRATION



